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CONPIDENTIAL LILONGWE 0958 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, MI 

SUBJECT: DETENTION OF CHIEF OF SPECIAL BRANCH 

1. WE HAVE NOW HEARD REPORT FROM SEVERAL SOURCES AND RELIEVE 
IT TO BE TRUE THAT POCUS GWEDE, WIDELY FEARED CHILE OP THE 
POLICE SPECIAL BRANCH, HAS BEEN DETAINED. HE WAS THE MAN WHO 
CAUSED PROBLEMS POR NELLO TEER LAST APRIL AMONG OTHER THINGS. 
AS TO REASON POR THIS ACTION OUR BEST GUESS, WHICH BRITISH 
SHARE, IS PACT THAT WITHOUT CLEARING ACTION WITH PRES. BANDA 
HE DETAINED FOR SOME WEEKS A NUMBER OP ZIMBABWE LIGHTERS WHO 
WERE ATTEMPTING TO CROSS MALAWI PROM TANZANIA ENROUTE TO 
MOZAMBIQUE. SUBSEQUENT CRITICAL PUBLICITY IN TANZANIA PRESS 
PRESUMABLY EMBARRASSING TO BANDA AT TIME WHEN HE IS HOPING TO 
REGULARIZE RELATIONS WITH MOZAMBIQUE AND IN CURRENT GENERAL 
CONTEXT OP RHODESIAN PROBLEM. 

2. DATT REPORTS AT LEAST SOME SENIOR ARMY OPFICERS HAPPY 
AND RELIEVED AT GWEDE'S APPARENT DOWNFALL. 

STEVENSON 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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